KATHERINE J. KUCHENBECKER IS
THE SKIRKANICH ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR OF INNOVATION IN
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING AND
APPLIED MECHANICS
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HISTORY STARTS HERE

At age 30, Katherine Kuchenbecker is one of Penn’s youngest
professors. She is also among its most celebrated. A
pioneer in the burgeoning fields of haptics and teleoperation
- the study of touch and the design of robotic systems that
can create compelling mechanical illusions — Kuchenbecker
was highly recruited right out of graduate school, receiving
offers at five top universities. But it was Penn’s that she
accepted, drawn by the University’s unique community of
scholars, rich opportunities for collaboration, and that
rarest of commodities: an endowed assistant professorship.

Boosting faculty endowment is one of the highest priorities of Making History. Endowed faculty
positions help Penn attract and retain the very best teacher-scholars, those at the pinnacle of their

careers as well as those just beginning their ascent.

Raising funds for faculty support is a top campaign priority. To learn more, contact Lisa McClatchy,
Campaign Director, at 215.898.7922 or visit www.makinghistory.upenn.edu

Among Penn’s most powerful tools in the battle for rising
stars, an endowed assistant professorship offers a young
faculty member the prestige of a named position, vital
resources for research, and a strong sense of University
commitment at one of the most challenging periods in her
academic life. It’s a smart investment in the future — and
it begins with you.

This is Penn. History Starts Here.
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